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A FRESH TAKE

Two interior designers describe their approach to creating modern spaces that exude warmth,

Sharon Halpin (above) injects warmth and
eolour inte her projects (lop) with aceents like

toss cushions and standout art pieces.

while maintaining clean lines

TEXT CAROL CRENNA

Few people agree on the definition of “contemporary design," and
few others create it without some hesitation. Adding visual warmth,
comfort, functionality, relative timelessness, and personality within
contemporary, clean lines is vital What accomplishes these variables?
Sharon Halpin of Fruition Design and Karin Bohne of Moeski Design
each share their design philosophies.

SHARON HALPIN: FRUITION DESIGN
Sharon Halpin's signature she is sirong and
cean. She feels that you con deliver comfort,
fashionable style and individuality through intel
ligent use of colour, exture, space and light.

How do you créeate & comtemporary rocn
that's not cold? Aecessories. 'm not j‘l.l.ﬂl:

referring (o toss cushions, but standout pleces,
I used a gold head-shaped accent table from
Infiorm Interiors withina grey, modemn Vanconver
chairs = but made out of rubber = from the
Metherlands for a Toronto living room. 1 often
add Brent Comber Originals’ locally made trunks
and saddle benches to inject earthy warmth.
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I recently attached a “shattered wood” light
installation, by Brent, to a stone wall thar's illu-
gee the same pieces in stores and magazines, but
designers are exposed to artists and manufac-
turers worldwide, and have expertise to source
ftemms that embrace your personality and alse add
a touch of the unexpected. I'm constantly search-
ing in the most unlikely places.

Where did you get your interest in design?
1 was born with a passion for it. 1 was a per-
sonal shopper at Holt Renfrew. Whether some-
one with a page torm from a magazine says, "1
love this cuthit. How can 1 get a similar look?”
or *1 love this room. How can 1 get a stmilar
look?" 1 like working to develop trust, and giv-
ing thern what malces them feel happy, comfort-
able and stylish.

How do you interpret modern style? [ don't
choose the cooler, harsh lines of true contem-
porary design. My rooms are never monochro-
matic, such as stark white or grey - if there is a
hard-edged tile floor surrounded by tiled wall,
a pop of colour will be added in an area carpet
ot sofa for warmth. Very contemporary rooms
should feel inviting,

What's your top product? Wallpaper. It gives
textural impact to walls that 2 painted finish can't,
and it can be steam removed. I love a product
from Phillip Jeffries called Granite Stone, avail-
able in several colours. Pieces of mica are pressed
into the paper to make walls look like granite. 1
also like to conirast 8 modern environment with
travertine stone tle that reflects its history, often
with litile embedded fossils.
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Wood light installa-
i tion (top) and Phillip
Jeffriss Granite
Sione wall paper.

What's your biggest triumph? An ocean-
front home in West Vancouver had a beanti-
ful view but chopped-up layout with cramped
Tooms. We gutted it, got rid of the small master
bathroom, and floated the tub in the bedroom —
it looks fantastic. The egg-shaped Elise bathtub
sits inan alcove off a private window overlookdng
the garden. This allowed room to create a dra-
matic, walk-in double shower. The bedroom has
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amodern Afromosia wood built-in bed, floor and
closet, so the white tub becomes the focal point.
A fireplace in the middle of the living room ere-
ated cumbersome walloways on either side, and
arranging furniture forced backs to face the view.
We demolished it and suspended a contemporary
direct-vent stainless steel fireplace on a wall to

What's your favourite colour? Runway fash-
fons wanslate into furniture — 1 like deep blues
and grey-greens, like seafpam. For a contempo-
rary kitchen in Deep Cove, 1 used muted-green
lacquer on cabinetry to complement a green
Caesarstone quartz slab (called Apple Martini)
on the 1stand and to accent stainless steel counter-
ops. These clients aren't afraid of colour, and liv-
ing ina darker, rainier region affected the brighter
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